
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
COL (Ret.) John Hall Announces Candidacy for Michigan’s 26th District Senate Seat
Thetford Township, MI — COL (Ret.) John Hall today announced his candidacy for the Michigan State Senate seat in the 26th District, bringing a lifetime of service, leadership, and community commitment to the race. Hall enters the campaign with a platform centered on affordable, high‑quality health care, property tax relief for seniors, fully funded and engaging public schools, strong support for veterans, assistance for family farms, and a guiding belief that every person deserves to be treated with dignity and respect in all government policy.
“Every day I hear neighbors comment on how they wish our government would change, and how the same politicians get reelected year after year. This is one of my motivations. I am not a politician,” Hall said. “In my heart I am a simple soldier who lives the Army values I learned so many years ago: loyalty, duty, respect, selfless service, honor, integrity, and personal courage.” 
Hall says his candidacy is grounded in thirty-eight years of military service, including active duty, the Army Reserve, and the National Guard. His service record includes a combat deployment to Iraq and additional deployments to Eastern Europe, where he worked alongside U.S. allies to deter Russian aggression. His military career reflects a consistent commitment to mission, teamwork, and selfless service. He has served as a combat medic, reconnaissance platoon leader, an infantry company commander, battalion commander, on the senior staff of the Michigan Dept. of Military and Veteran Affairs in Lansing, and the faculty of the U.S. Army War College.
Beyond his military service, Hall has been deeply involved in education and youth development. He served as a high school teacher at Kearsley Schools, instructing American Literature and Advanced Placement English, while also coaching wrestling, cross country, and track and field, and directing the school play. His experience in the classroom and on the field shaped his belief that schools thrive when teachers are paid a fair wage and students are engaged through meaningful instruction rather than excessive standardized testing.
“As a soldier, teacher, coach, and community member, I’ve spent my life working to help others succeed,” Hall said. “Michigan families deserve a senator who listens, who leads with integrity, and who never forgets that public office is a public trust. I’m running to bring practical solutions, respectful leadership, and a service‑first mindset to Lansing.”
Hall’s belief in service above self is more than a slogan—it is a lived value. In the summer of 2018, while in stationed in Italy, he leapt from a cliff into a freezing river to save a man from drowning, an act that exemplifies the courage and instinct to serve that have defined his life.
‘Grandpa’ paratrooper jumps from cliff into icy river to save drowning man | Stars and Stripes
Hall’s platform emphasizes practical, people‑focused solutions:
Lowering the cost of living for everyday people
Affordable, quality health care that families can rely on
Strengthening family farms through improved access to land, markets, and reduced regulatory burdens
Supporting small businesses through smart policy and decreased regulations
Property tax relief, especially for senior citizens on fixed incomes
Fully funded public schools that prioritize learning, creativity, and opportunity
Robust support for veterans, ensuring they receive the care and resources they earned
A commitment to dignity and respect in every aspect of state government

“When elected I will be available to you, I will be honest with you, and I will represent you -- the people in our community,” Hall said.
John is a 1982 graduate of LakeVille Schools where he was elected Student Council President, lead the wrestling team as Captain while earning All-state honors, and learned the values of hard work and principled leadership.  Yet his greatest memory from those years is meeting Laura Matzenbach, the girl who would become his wife for the next 40 years. 
It is understandable that Hall’s greatest fear nearly occurred when his wife suffered a sudden cardiac arrest at their home. His Army training as a medic allowed him to keep her alive until a paramedic arrived.  She was not expected to live, requiring him to contact his daughters to come home to say goodbye. The younger was away supporting the Michigan National Guard COVID mission out west, and his older daughter was leading a U.S. military operation in Syria.  They experienced the complexity and expense of the healthcare system that ultimately saved her life. He then realized the challenges Americans endure in the face of medical emergency.  
Coronavirus nearly kills healthy, active Michigan woman months after couple escaped infected cruise ship - mlive.com
“No one should have to worry about losing their home at the same time they may be losing their loved one because of medical expenses,” Hall said.
These are the experiences and concerns John Hall will bring to Lansing. 
Hall looks forward to meeting with residents across the 26th District in the coming months to share his vision and hear directly from the people he hopes to represent.
For additional information see JohnHallforMichigan.com or the campaign Facebook page at JohnHallforMichiganSenate-26thDistrict
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